Presidential address : the life and residences of the Hon. Stephen Simpson, M.D., J.P., M.L.C. of Warwickshire, Woogaroo and Wolston by Cilento, Raphael
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
THE LIFE AND RESIDENCES OF 
THE HON. STEPHEN SIMPSON, 
M.D., J.P., M.L.C. 
of Warwickshire, Woogaroo and Wolston 
First Commissioner of Crown Lands (1842) for 
the "Moreton Bay District of New South Wales." 
[By SIR RAPHAEL CILENTO, F.R.Hist.S.Q.] 
(Delivered at a meeting of the Society on 
23 September 1965.) 
My first duty and pleasure is to express my thanks to the 
Council, the Honorary Officers and the Members of the 
Society, for their loyal and effective assistance during the 
year, especially that part of it when I was overseas on my 
study tour. 
I must enlarge this inclusive tribute of appreciation to 
helpers too numerous to mention, by some particular expres-
sions of thanks. I must specifically refer to Arthur Laurie 
who, as Senior Vice-President, acted so ably in my place; to 
Norman S. Pixley and Colin Austin, indefatigable as always; 
to Clem Lack, whose efforts continue to make the Journal 
of the Society a publication of outstanding value and interest; 
and 1 must also mention the high hopes we have regarding 
Miss Mamie O'Keeffe, who has not only taken over the work 
so ably done for many years previously by Colin Austin as 
Honorary Librarian but, since she is also Oxley Librarian, 
has revived the former co-operative association between our 
Society and the Oxley Memorial Library. 
Finally, you have, I am sure, all noticed the change in 
what I may call the public image of Newstead House which 
followed the assumption of office by Mrs. Louise Harris, 
when our former Honorary Secretary of long standing, Mr. 
K. T. Cameron, retired because of ill health. By some subtle 
alchemy known only to women, she has already restored 
to our somewhat sombre meeting place the homelike warmth 
of atmosphere that it had, years ago, before it became institu-
tionalised. May it continue to grow in charm and personality. 
Old buildings, Hke old cities, do indeed have an indivi-
duality and grace capable of capture and cultivation. There 
is an old Eastern proverb which reads: 
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Past Ignored 
Future Ignoble 
which I have translated and paraphrased: "The man, the city, 
or the nation that ignores its past, has no glorious future." 
All progressive countries recognise this and seek not only 
to record their past history, but also to preserve their ancient 
monuments or special and characteristic features. Queens-
land recently followed suit. 
THE NATIONAL TRUST 
The National Trust of Queensland, established by statute 
on 9 December 1963, has now the honourable task of preserv-
ing, restoring and protecting buUdings, areas, sites and chat-
tels of historical significance or unique worth, a function 
complementary to that of the Royal Historical Society of 
Queensland. 
It was, I think, appropriate and inevitable, therefore, that 
the first of the organisations listed as a foundation member in 
the Government Gazette (which nominated the initial spon-
sors and members of The National Trust) should have been 
this Society—founded in 1913; honoured by the grant of the 
use of the prefix "Royal" a few years ago; recognised by both 
State and Federal Governments; and, in that fiftieth year of 
our existence (1963) selected as the obvious partner for the 
Trust in its activities, so far as written history is concerned. 
RESTORATION OF WOLSTON HOUSE 
The first project aUocated to The National Trust of 
Queensland was the arrest of the dUapidation of historic, 
half-ruined Wolston House, Wacol, which was begun by Dr. 
Stephen Simpson in 1852 and continuously occupied until 
1960, when it passed into the hands of the Government. 
Part of the obligation of the President at the Annual Meet-
ing is to make an address, and I thought it might be oppor-
tune to take Stephen Simpson and his residences, including 
Wolston House, as my subject. Therefore, as the late Adlai 
Stephenson once wittily said: "It is my duty to speak to you 
now and it is your duty to Usten to me now, and I trust that 
we may aU complete our tasks of speaking and Ustening at 
the same time!" 
There are many helpful references to Dr. Simpson in such 
books as WilUam Coote's History of the Colony of Queens-
land, Vol. I (1882); H. Stuart Russell's Genesis of Queens-
land (1888); Nehemiah Bartley's Opals and Agates (1892); 
J. J. Knight's In the Early Days (1895); and Constance C. 
Petrie's Tom Petrie's Reminiscences (1904), Dr. E. Sand-
ford Jackson summarised some of them in the Medical 
Journal of Australia (24 June 1922, pp. 687-690); and our 
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ovvn Honorary Life Member, E. V. Stevens, attempted to 
bring matters up to date in a paper read before this Society 
and published in our Journal in 1953 (New Series—Royal 
Visit Number: Vol. 5, No. 1, pp. 794 et seq.). It was based 
on these and other items, including an obituary notice of Dr. 
Simpson published in the Brisbane Courier of 22 May 1869. 
There are also many incidental references in other memoirs 
and books of travel (e.g. John Dunmore Lang's Cooksland). 
I have had the advantage of studying all these and also, 
through the courtesy of the Deputy Mitchell Librarian, 
Sydney (Mrs. Hancock), and her able staff officers, many 
original documents there. 1 have been assisted also by the 
Agent-General for Queensland in London (Dr. W. A. T. 
Summerville) who, at my request, secured for me a copy of 
Dr. Simpson's death certificate. To all these I tender my 
grateful thanks. They have made it possible for me to detect 
many minor errors; to fill in a number of gaps; and, generally, 
to provide a more complete picture of Dr. Simpson's life and 
his various residences in Australia. 
DR. SIMPSON'S EARLY LIFE 
It was generally agreed that Stephen Simpson was born in 
Warwickshire in England, probably at Lichfield, and guess-
work set the date of his birth at or about the year 1800. From 
his death certificate, however, dated 11 March 1869, we learn 
that he was 77 years of age, so that the date of his birth was 
1791 or 1792. 
Lichfield in Warwickshire is 27 miles north-north-west of 
Coventry, and was an important town at the time of Simp-
son's birth. However, six miles east of Coventry, on the road 
to Rugby, is a little hamlet called Wolston! The fact that 
Dr. Simpson called the home he built near Brisbane by that 
name seems to indicate that this may have been his actual 
birthplace. It is within St. Margaret's parish of Coventry and, 
at present, the records are being searched in the hope of 
finding an entry that will clarify the matter. 
At the time of his birth the French Revolution was raging, 
and all Europe was plunged into a holocaust of war in 1793, 
which was to last in a succession of furious campaigns until 
finally the power of France was shattered by Wellington and 
Blucher at Waterloo in 1815. 
By that time Stephen Simpson would have been 23 and 
we learn that he was associated with a crack cavalry regiment, 
the 4th Light Dragoons, probably as a private soldier and, it 
is said, in Ireland where, at various times, a landing of the 
French troops was feared. A search of the records of the 
regiment shows that he was not a surgeon at that time, but it 
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seems that immediately after his discharge from the Army he 
went to Edinburgh, where he qualified M.D. (the date has not 
been verified). 
Somewhere about this time presumably, at the age of 28, 
he became engaged to a girl of about 16 years of age, but, as 
a young graduate, he was far too poverty-stricken to be able 
honourably to offer her marriage and so, set off for Europe to 
earn a fortune to lay at her feet. It was to be 20 years, how-
ever, before, as Dr. Sandford Jackson recorded: "the long 
engagement came to a happy termination by his marrying the 
lady of his unwearying affections." 
It was usual in those days for persons of importance travel-
ling in Europe to carry their own physician with them, and it 
is said that Simpson was attached in this capacity to two 
ladies of the Royal Family of Russia, with whom he spent 
much time in Germany, Austria, Switzerland (perhaps also 
in France), and also in Italy, where, for a time, he practised 
in Rome. 
The medical profession at the time was going through one 
of its periods of depression in knowledge but prosperity in 
practice, and was riddled with charlatans of various kinds. 
(There was no registration of medical practitioners until 
1858—Queensland, by the way, followed with its first regis-
tration in 1862). 
A considerable amount of interest was being taken on the 
Continent in homoeopathy, which had been revived from 
obscure recollections of ancient theories by Paracelsus 
(1495-1541) but had not gained public recognition. There 
had been numerous editions of Paracelsus' work, however, 
and, in Germany, Samuel Christian Friedrich Hahnemann of 
Meissen had built up (perhaps upon the 1658 edition) his 
current theory of homoeopathy in 1796. 
The basic principle was "similia similibus curentur"—"like 
MAY be cured by like." (Paracelsus had actually said: 
"similia similibus curantur" which, more emphatically, means 
"like ARE cured by like.") It was claimed that in treating 
disease by drugs, it was necessary to find a drug that would 
produce in healthy persons, the sort of symptoms from which 
the sick person was suffering and, thereupon, to treat the 
sufferer with tiny doses of this "proved" medicine, on the 
theory that "like" would be cured by "like." Up to that time 
the healing force of Nature—vis medicatrix Naturae—was 
ignored or stultified by the medical profession, and huge 
unstandardised doses of all sorts of drugs were used at the 
caprice of individual physicians—and often served to kill the 
patient! The tiny doses of standardised drugs used by the 
homoeopathic practitioners probably had little effect on the 
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patient, but many cures resulted simply from leaving the sick 
to be healed in the course of Nature. Their practice for the 
first time set the standardisation of drugs on a scientific basis, 
and permitted a valid pharmacopoeia to be elaborated in due 
course. This was an indirect but most valuable by-product 
of the homoeopathic research school. (In later days it was 
pointed out that a tiny dose of cowpox by vaccination would 
protect against smallpox; and that tiny doses of asthma-
producing substances can immunise against asthma; and that 
immunisation against diphtheria, whooping cough, typhoid, 
poliomyelitis, tetanus, etc., etc., was based on the fact that 
"like" may prevent "like" in some instances and to some 
degree). 
The full force of the fury of the medical profession, how-
ever, was loosed against what it considered to be a dangerous 
heresy. There are so many dangers in unsubstantiated claims 
of cure that medical men, for the safety of the public, need 
to be (and are!) most cautious in accepting any innovation. 
It has been truly said that "we can scarcely now estimate the 
force of character and the courage which was implied in his 
abandoning the common lines of medicine" and rejecting the 
gross and ungentle methods of the time. 
FIRST TREATISE ON HOMOEOPATHY 
Dr. Simpson is said to have translated into English and 
published the first treatise on homoeopathy,* when he set 
himself up finally in practice in London. He soon gained a 
reputation and a following and among his partisans was the 
Duchess of Sutherland, one of whose children he was credited 
with curing from a long-standing complaint and to whose 
service he had also been attached when she was travelling 
abroad. He was, however, pursued with such invective and 
ridicule by the established members of the profession in 
England that he accepted the advice of some of his friends, 
and took his courage in both hands; decided to marry his 
beloved Sophia Anne; and to emigrate to Australia, where he 
hoped to find a new life, new opportunities, and freedom 
to pursue what he considered to be the "medicine of the 
future." 
With these high hopes he embarked upon the Wilmot 
with his bride and, as fellow passengers, with an old and 
tried friend of his days in Germany (W. H. Wiseman) and 
another friend (R. Davidson). 
* A Practical View of Homeopathy, being an address to British Practitioners on the 
General Applicability and Superior Efficacy of the Homeopathic Method in the Treat-
ment of Disease, with Cases, by Stephen Simpson, M.D., late Resident Practitioner at 
Rome, Balliere's, 219 Regent Street, London. 
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They all arrived together at Sydney, New South Wales, 
"the Metropolis of the Southern World," on 26 January 1840. 
Accommodation was very hard to get, but was very neces-
sary for one who aspired to be a practising physician, and 
particularly so in Simpson's case, as his wife was now far 
advanced in pregnancy. He had brought with him a letter 
from D. Inglis (dated 10 September 1839) and addressed 
to E. Deas Thomson, the Colonial Secretary, 
"introducing Dr. Stephen Simpson and Mrs. Simpson who 
are proceeding to Sydney with the intention of settling in 
Australia" (Deas Thomson papers Vol. 3, p. 100, manu-
script—Mitchell Library"), 
but he was unable to secure a Government post; he succeeded, 
however, in obtaining a house in Jamison Street, near the 
Circular Quay end of George Street, Sydney. 
A TRAGIC BLOW 
To his intense disappointment, the hostility and conser-
vatism of the medical men in Sydney were even more intense 
than had been the case in England and, now, tragedy struck 
a deadlier blow. 
Consider the agony that must have lain behind these two 
formal death notices in the Sydney Morning Herald in May 
of that year: 
"On the 13th instant, eight days after birth, Sophia 
Simpson, the infant daughter of Stephen Simpson, M.D., 
of Jamison Street, Sydney." 
(S.M.H. 18 May 1840, p. 2, col. 1.) 
and even more poignantly: 
"On the 19th instant, Sophia Anne Simpson, wife of 
Stephen Simpson, M.D., of Jamison Street, Sydney, in 
her 36th year." 
(S.M.H. 25 May 1840, p. 6, col. 5.). 
The unhappy man was desolate; his sole comfort was his 
old friend Wiseman, and this "wise man" indeed, now sug-
gested that they should leave the woeful air of Sydney and go 
to Moreton Bay Penal Settlement, at the northern limit of 
colonisation, if they could secure permission. It had already 
been announced, the previous year, that the penal settlement 
was to be abandoned and the area thrown open to private 
settlement. Wiseman suggested that there might be real 
opportunity for a new life there. On 22 July 1840 permission 
was granted to them both to visit Moreton Bay, proceeding 
by the vessel Speculator, with the usual governmental proviso 
that: "no expenses are to be incurred by the Government on 
account of their passage." 
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ARRIVAL AT MORETON BAY 
On arrival at Moreton Bay there arose again instantly the 
question of accommodation, but this was indeed a perennial 
one, though the situation had been somewhat relieved by 
the exodus of convicts and the Penal Settlement's staff. Early 
the year before, Patrick Leslie had arrived and Coote (op. 
cit.: Vol. 1, p. 32) has this note: 
"When Mr. Leslie and his party arrived at Brisbane his 
first care was accommodation for the night, which, when 
Hotels as yet were not, was a matter of some moment. The 
PATRICK LESLIE 
hospitality of the Commandant, due probably as well to the 
respectability of his visitors as the claims of a stranger, 
provided for them in various ways. My informant, with 
some of his companions, found their quarters in the out-
buildings of the modest Residence, the blankets they 
carried with them forming couch and coverlet on the 
boarded floors. 
The Female Factory, situated on part of the present site 
of the General Post Office, Brisbane, had been taken over 
and its inmates had been sent out in 1837 to join others at 
the Eagle Farm establishment (which now lies under the 
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tarmac of the present aerodrome at what would formerly 
have been the intersection of Schneider Street and Reservoir 
Street, both now cut short—Schneider Street commences 
again on the far northern edge of the aerodrome). 
This area of 700 acres had been cleared and tiUed by male 
prisoners and then used to house some 40 females. Captain 
Foster Fyans had enlarged its double paUsade of pointed 
poles 18ft. high and transferred there aU remaining women 
convicts, many of whom were real viragos. 
They did not stay there long for a despatch from Governor 
Gipps to Lord Glenelg dated 1 July 1839 includes the 
following: 
"The whole of the women, 57 in number, have been 
withdrawn, and the male convicts reduced to ninety-four, 
a number which wiU be barely sufficient for the custody 
and protection of the property of the Home Govern-
ment. . . ." 
AT EAGLE FARM 
When Dr. Simpson and Mr. Wiseman arrived, therefore, 
at the end of July 1840, Eagle Farm was apparently 
untenanted, and one of the houses outside the compound was 
made available to them. It was probably the former Matron's 
quarters; possibly those of the former Superintendent. 
One of the best known stories regarding Dr. Simpson 
relates to this period of residence, and is drawn from Tom 
Petrie's Reminiscences (by his daughter Constance: pp. 227 
etseq.): 
"In his cottage he had a little room off the kitchen, con-
taining a sofa, table and some chairs. Here he was in the 
habit of retiring for an after-dinner smoke and rest. On 
one occasion when young Tom had accompanied his father 
and mother to Eagle Farm, he happened to go into the 
doctor's kitchen, and saw there the man cook with a large 
Indian pipe. The youngster watched the man and saw him 
place the bowl on a little shelf on the side of the wall next 
to the doctor's room, then noticed him put the stem, which 
was two or three feet long, through a little hole in the 
wall. . . . The cook then filled the big pipe with tobacco 
and put a red hot coal on this and Tom, dodging around 
the doorway, saw the doctor, from where he lay, . . . take 
hold of the stem and, putting the end in his mouth, calmly 
start to puff. . . ." 
Maybe he did: one is always sorry to destroy a piquant 
picture like this, but a study of the actual buUdings at Eagle 
Farm from the existing plans (of 1838) does not show any 
buUding where this could have occurred, unless, perhaps, the 
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constable's small hut within the compound is meant. Even 
in that, the kitchen is not adjacent to what would have been 
the constable's office. Moreover, old Andrew Petrie and his 
wife would not have visited Eagle Farm with laundry for 
washing, etc., by the female prisoners, at any time when Dr. 
Simpson was in residence because, in fact, they had all been 
removed before that date. Did old Tom Petrie, recalling 
incidents that happened many years before, when he was a 
boy, perhaps confuse the constable of those very early days 
with Dr. Simpson? To me it seems quite likely. Perhaps 
there is confirmation in the fact that Constance Petrie goes on 
to say: 
"Dr. Simpson also smoked cigars at that time and, in 
after years, he evidently gave up the long pipe, for he was 
known never to use anything but a cigar." (My italics.) 
I may add that he was never in India, while many of the 
constables and soldiers had been. 
RUSSELL'S ACCOUNT 
H. Stuart Russell, referring to this same time, says in his 
"Genesis of Queensland," pp. 210/211: 
HENRY STEWART RUSSELL 
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"Here (Eagle Farm) had been erected a kind of open 
paUsade-enclosed space in which female prisoners had at 
times been confined. It was now untenanted but, in a cot-
tage hard by, there stiU dwelt two gentlemen who, having 
been in former days associates in the Old, found them-
selves together in this brush-encircled nook in the New 
World. The elder was Stephen Simpson, who was after-
wards appointed to be the first Commissioner of Crown 
Lands—as soon as it was declared an open settlement— 
for the Moreton Bay District; the other WUUam Henry* 
Wiseman, years afterwards PoUce Magistrate at Rock-
hampton where he died and was buried. . . . He, and his 
companion ofttimes in Germany, made interest to be 
admitted to this recess in voluntary exUe; and here with all 
manner of friendliness which, in some cases, became dur-
able friendship, the wayfarers from Westwood-Ho were 
on aU occasions called in, entertained and tended. I say 
'entertained' because both were men of no mean power of 
thought, enriched by no superficial study and tempered 
by experience beyond the role of everyday life. . . . The 
spring of this new era brought out these two recluses to the 
world again; they Uved in it long enough to make some 
few who remain, feel that the old 'armchairs' at Eagle 
Farm and Woogaroo can never be re-filled by kinder hosts 
or more chivalrous gentlemen." 
ACTED AS COLONIAL SURGEON 
So passed the years 1840/1841, and it is interesting to 
note that Simpson carried out some medical work at this time, 
for there is a note dated 6 May 1841 authorising the payment 
to him of 7/6 per day for acting as Colonial Surgeon in place 
of Dr. D. K. BaUow, who fiUed that post and was thus per-
mitted to go on leave or, at any rate, to be absent from 
Brisbane. (Col. Sec. Letterbook Jan. 1832-May 1842, p. 
421, No. 41/4075; 41/25.) 
There is another document signed by Stephen Simpson as 
"Acting Colonial Surgeon" which introduces us to what must 
have been the high-powered scandal of its time! The smaUer 
the outpost, the fiercer the cUques — and these are not 
unknown in country towns or even Cathedral cities! 
The last commandant at Brisbane Penal Settlement was 
Owen Gorman, who was born 25 July 1799 at aogham, 
King's County, Ireland, and joined the 58th Regiment as a 
private on 25 August 1817. He rose to be Sergeant-Major 
• "Henry" may be a mistake for "Hampton"; It is affirmed that Rockhampton was 
named for the rocks where it was established coupled with the name of Hamptoa 
Wiseman, P.M. 
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and, later, on the 15 November 1827, Quartermaster. He 
was promoted from the ranks to be Lieutenant on 1 June 
1833. He had never seen active service but came on transfer 
to Austraha, where he was posted to Moreton Bay in July 
1839, just as the convicts were leaving. 
GORMAN'S ILLICIT BEHAVIOUR 
The Settlement was scandaUsed by his promiscuity so far 
as the better-looking female convicts were concerned. One 
of them had a child of whom he (later) admitted the pater-
nity, and matters came to a crisis when his attentions to the 
female servant of surveyor Robert Dixon became too evident. 
An old convict servant of Dixon's, John Ford, was led to 
make a caustic comment at the wharf, which was overheard 
and reported to the Commandant. Gorman called Ford 
before him and sentenced him to receive 100 lashes. The old 
man collapsed at the seventy-fifth, and was then sent in 
irons to Sydney where, after he had done eight weeks' 
imprisonment at Hyde Park Barracks, he was sent out under 
further sentence of "14 months' hard labour on the roads." 
A successful petition for a review of the sentence and a 
pardon was, however, got up by Simpson, supported by the 
Rev. Handt, Andrew Petrie, Robert Dixon, and others. Simp-
son as "Acting Colonial Surgeon" testified at the enquiry that 
followed that Gorman tried the case himself; was his own 
clerk; did not read their depositions to those he called as 
witnesses; did not get them signed; and pronounced the 
vicious sentence. 
This evidence was too much for the local community— 
already disturbed by the open and bitter recriminations of 
Mrs. Gorman (who had been Margaret Flanagan of Spanish 
Town, Jamaica) concerning her husband's blatant immorality. 
Governor Gipps was unable to overlook the clamour and 
was forced to recall Gorman on 3 May 1842, instructing him 
to hand over his papers and powers to Dr. Stephen Simpson 
(Letterbook Jan. 1832-May 1842, p. 476; No. 42/14) . 
It is interesting, however, to note the report that Gipps 
subsequently sent to the authorities in England regarding the 
termination of Gorman's office as Commandant at Moreton 
Bay Penal Settlement "somewhat earlier than intended." He 
commented that the fact that Gorman had risen from the 
ranks and also that he was a Roman CathoHc, had a lot to do 
with "the antagonism of some others" in Brisbane, and that 
he, personally, had found him a good officer. 
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GORMAN'S "PARTHIAN ARROW" 
Gorman, however, had fired a Parthian arrow some time 
before his case came before Governor Gipps. He had sus-
pended and then manipulated the dismissal from office of the 
master of his convict girl-friend, surveyor Robert Dixon, one 
of the best men in the Service, but one who had already 
antagonised Gipps himself by an excellent series of plans he 
had drawn for Brisbane as a capital city, and by his strong 
GOVERNOR GIPPS 
opposition to the way Governor Gipps had blue-pencilled 
its streets, squares, crescents, etc., into the narrow and 
stereotyped semblance of a petty country town without a 
future! The injustice done to Dixon was never corrected. 
But how did it happen that Commandant Gorman was 
instructed to hand over to Dr. Stephen Simpson? Thereby, 
also, hangs a tale. 
All the Colony knew at the beginning of 1842 that the 
opening of the area to free settlers was imminent—and two 
small cuttings from the Australian of 5 February and 22 
March 1842 are illuminating. According to these, Stephen 
Simpson hurriedly proceeded from Moreton Bay to Sydney 
by the Shamrock, arriving on 3 February 1842; and on 19 
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March 1842 left for Moreton Bay from Sydney by the same 
vessel—but on that return trip he was one of a very distin-
guished group. 
H. Stuart Russell (op. cit. page 242) says: 
"The day of March 19 was not one to be forgotten. On 
the evening of that day I went on board the then largest of 
three new iron steamers just arrived from England for the 
Hunter River Steam Navigation Company—the Shamrock 
—commanded by such a good fellow, Captain Gilmore. 
As passengers were His Excellency the Governor, Sir 
George Gipps; Major (now Colonel) Barney; His Excel-
lency's private secretary Watson Parker; aide-de-camp 
Edward C. Merewether . . . Simpson, my hospitable friend 
at Eagle Farm, Moreton Bay, who had accepted the 
appointment of Commissioner of Crown Lands for the 
District of Moreton; Joliffe of the Navy. . . ." 
SIMPSON APPOINTED 
His appointment was gazetted 10 May 1842 (Gov. Gaz. 
1842, p. 639; p. 691). Moreton Bay had been proclaimed 
a free settlement on 28 March 1842 and its first police magis-
trate was to be Captain J. C. Wickham. His letter of accep-
tance was dated from the Vineyard, Parramatta, on 14 
November 1842 but, in fact, he did not take up duty until 
early 1843. 
The despatch announcing these appointments, and also 
that of Christopher RoUeston as first Commissioner of Crown 
Lands for the Darling Downs, was sent forward by Governor 
Gipps only in December 1842 and was approved by Lxjrd 
Stanley on 11 June 1843. Concerning the appointment of 
Dr. Simpson (Despatch No. 245, 41/1842, p. 951), Gipps 
wrote: 
"This gentleman, who is of the Medical Profession, was 
strongly recommended to me for an appointment in the 
Colony by Lord J. Russell's letter of 28 July 1841, at the 
instance, as I have reason to believe, of the Duke of 
Sutherland or of some member of His Grace's Family. 
The appointment of Medical Men to offices the duties of 
which bring them into communication with the aborigines 
is, ceteris paribus, desirable. . . ." 
It may be news to many of you, as I confess it was to me, 
that the duties of the Commissioner of Crown Lands included 
what might be regarded as a Police Protectorship of Abori-
gines, but, in fact, steps to safeguard the tranquility of districts 
beyond the limits of location had been taken by Governor 
Gipps in 1839, at a special meeting of his Council. 
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From a written address, the Governor read the following: 
" . . . . The vast interests which have grown up in those 
distant parts of the territory and the number of persons of 
all classes now depasturing sheep and cattle beyond what 
are called the boundaries of location, might be sufficient of 
themselves to caU for the protection of a poUce force; but 
the necessity for it is rendered far more urgent by the 
frequent aggressions made of late by the aboriginal natives 
upon the flocks and herds of the colonists, as weU as on 
the lives of their stockmen; by the outrages which have 
been committe(i upon the aborigines as weU as by them. . . 
The BiU which I shaU lay before you purposes to accom-
plish this object by giving to the Crown Land Commis-
sioners, who already perform certain functions in these 
districts, far more important powers than they now possess; 
and by providing that each Commissioner shall be accom-
panied by a moving police force, sufficient to repress the 
pre(Jatory attacks of the natives, and to keep order among 
all classes. 
"As it appears to me perfectly just, that the persons 
who are protected by this force should bear the expense of 
it, the Bill provides for that object by means of an assess-
ment on cattle and other stock. . . ." 
The "Act further to restrain the Unauthorised Occupation 
of Crown Lands and to find means to defray the expenses of 
a Border Police" was passed on 26 March 1839, and was 
operative from 1 June; owing however to the severe drought 
and depression of 1840-43, it was slow in implementation, 
and was not applied in the Moreton Bay area untU Stephen 
Simpson assumed active duty in that capacity. 
IN THREE CAPACITIES 
May 1842 saw him, indeed, in three capacities: he was 
Commissioner of Crown Lands; he was Acting Colonial Sur-
geon again vice Dr. Ballow, absent on leave; and he was 
Acting Police Magistrate pending the arrival of the first 
appointee to that post. Captain J. C. Wickham. Simpson 
was at that time, 50 years of age. 
His first official acts are interesting, and are set out in his 
first despatches. (Moreton Bay file 1842, 4/2581-2; 42/-
3722; 42/5050; 42/5059; etc.) He strongly suggested that a 
storekeeper might be granted a licence to seU wine and other 
fermented liquors but not spirits— i^t was rejected as incon-
sistent with the regulations and not permissible from Govern-
ment-owned premises; he recommended the termination of 
the services of Chief Constable Whyte, a doddering old yes-
man who also acted as Postmaster but was incompetent in 
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either post; reported the grounding of a steamer attempting 
to go upstream to Redbank (he was already most interested 
in that reach of the river); and in 42/5265 (his 10/42 of 
13 July) sent the first of a series that resulted ultimately in 
the establishment of a Border Police Post at Woogaroo on 
the lines proposed by Governor Gipps in 1839. Since these 
last throw much light on the state of relationships with the 
aborigines, they are worth quoting. 
REPORT ON COASTAL VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 
In May 1842 Andrew Petrie, Joliffe, Wrottesley and Stuart 
Russell had just returned from their voyage of discovery to 
what is now the Mary River, Eraser Island, Wide Bay, etc., 
bringing back with them Duramboi (James Davis) and Wandi 
(David Bracewell), and Simpson reported their return and 
their discoveries on 30 May (Letters: 42/4284 of 11 June 
1842, Stephen Simpson to Colonial Secretary): 
"Brisbane, Moreton Bay 
May 30/42 
Sir, 
In my communication of May 13/42 I had the honour 
to inform you that Mr. Petrie, accompanied by Messrs. 
Wriotesley, Russell and Joliffe, was absent on a boat excur-
sion to the North. I am now happy to state for the infor-
mation of his Excellency the Governor, that he returned 
on 23rd inst. after an absence of 20 days, bringing with 
him from the neighbourhood of Wide Bay, two runaways 
David Bracewell and James Davis who have been long 
living among the Native Tribes of the North: they gave 
themselves up to Mr. Petrie under the promise that they 
would not be punished: indeed, the whole Party speak 
of their conduct in the highest terms. They are both able-
bodied intelligent men: and as far as I can learn from the 
records or from the personal knowledge of those who 
know anything of them they were always weU-conducted 
men: and took the Bush rather from the dread of the 
severity of the penal discipline in former days, than to 
avoid the consequences of any misconduct of their own. 
I have examined them at some length and beg to submit 
for his Excellency's consideration three reports: 
1. Narrative of the Runaways. 
2. Remarks on the Bunja District. 
3. On the supposed poisoning of the Blacks." 
THE LAND SEEKERS 
It was the account that Bracewell (Wandi) and Davis 
(Duramboi) gave of the land beyond the "Bunja" (Bunya 
24 
ANDREW PETRIE 
Bunya) forest area that was most interesting to the local 
seekers for land for pasturage, and particularly the areas 
further North and North-West, better known to Duramboi. 
Joliffe, of Petrie's party, was first in the field. Piloted by 
Duramboi*, he (and Last) with Eales' sheep, had soon 
pressed far beyond MacKenzie's station at Kilcoy to reach 
Tiaro, several miles north of Mt. Bopple, and set up a head-
camp and some temporary field hutments over a fairly wide 
area. 
H. Stuart Russell soon followed. In November 1842 he 
left Cecil Plains on the Darling Downs as he says: "to follow 
the track Joliffe and Last had left by their drays and sheep 
to the Wide Bay Country." Coming down from Cecil Plains 
towards Brisbane by the Drayton (the "Springs") Road with 
Orton, he turned north at Bigge's Camp (now Grandchester) 
and reached Kilcoy (Mackenzie's station, which with Durun-
dur, Archer's station, was the "northern limit"). From there, 
they finally reached Tiaro, where they found "the blacks 
inveterate; two shepherds had already lost their lives," and 
decided the land was "most unsuitable." Joliffe, the Navy 
• This and later references from H. Stuart Russell's Genesis of Queensland (pn 
331/340). 
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man, had made a short trip to Brisbane meanwhile by boat, 
had returned, and was again absent en route to Brisbane the 
same way. (Russell says that on this second trip, Joliffe "was 
driven out to sea, out of sight of land, had to eat a dog he 
had with him for food, and ultimately reached Brisbane in a 
pitiable state." (p. 331)) 
Leaving Tiaro, Russell now turned West-North-West 
(accompanied for the first day by Last), but, as he went, 
found the land less and less inviting for sheep, as it was more 
and more densely timbered with pine brush; the heat was 
overpowering; and there were no ready surface supplies of 
water (though they struck the Boyne). Finally, greatly dis-
appointed, they ran into a series of terrific thunderstorms and 
gales. 
One of Russell's descriptions is worth quoting. He says 
(p. 333-4): 
"No fire, no bed; not even a pipe; so terrible that down-
pour and blast! To keep our powder dry, we wrapped it 
in our one blanket each; to keep our horses we had to hold 
them all night; not a word, barely a move, as we sat side 
by side on a fallen tree until the dawn, which brought in 
sudden quiet and the sun of Christmas Day 1842. . . . Our 
soaked wardrobe required but a scant clothes line. . . . A 
pot of tea, some sodden damper, and a large iguana shot 
by Jemmy (the black boy) broke our Christmas morn's 
fast; and, then, that inestimable black pipe set us on our 
way no worse for thunder, lightning, hail, nor rain—nor 
the night's blue devils!" 
After many days they broke through the dense thickets and 
mountains northerly on to what is now the Burnett, and 
ultimately, westerly, reached Buirrandowan, which Russell 
selected and applied for. Turning for home, they elbowed 
their way south for 15 days through brigalow scrub, leading 
their horses, until they reached the Condamine, two days' 
ride below the Jimbour woolsheds and, from there, returned 
to Cecil Plains. 
Stephen Simpson, meanwhile, was preparing to follow the 
trail they had now blazed twice. 
When Governor Gipps had visited Brisbane in March 1842 
he had asked the German missionaries at Nundah, rather 
sharply, why they were not out making contact with the 
numerous blacks in the northern areas instead of dealing, 
less and less successfully, with the loafers round the Mission 
at Zion's Hill, where the Mission had been established with 
an initial subsidy, in 1838. The Reverend Eiper accepted 
the challenge: he was quite willing to explore the possibilities; 
Dr. Simpson was equally eager to survey the new areas 
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"beyond the limits of location" in his capacity of Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands and, also, because of the increasing 
gravity and frequency of the conflicts between white and 
black. 
He therefore proposed: 
(1) an official visit to the Bunya Bunya country, foUowing 
the tracks of Joliffe and of RusseU; 
(2) the estabhshment prior to this of a Border Police Post 
at a suitably central spot in the Moreton Bay area, 
say: Redbank; and, for himself, 
-(3) an office and permanent residence located strategically 
in relation to Redbank, say: at Woogaroo. 
None of these was possible, however, without specific 
approval; nor until Wickham arrived to assume office as 
Police Magistrate and so to relieve him of his temporary 
responsibilities in that capacity. 
It is not certain where Simpson carried out his official 
duties. Letters were addressed to him and from him at 
"Eagle Farm" but also at "Brisbane, Moreton Bay," which 
meant the "Settlement," where he had a cottage on the river 
bank behind what is now the Customs House. It was down 
the slope from the house and workshop of Andrew Petrie, 
which stood on what is now the southside corner of Wharf 
and Queen Streets, Petrie Bight. (Was it perhaps in that 
cottage—shown in Gerler's map of Brisbane in 1844 between 
two others marked "Old R, Jones" and "Old Major Prior"— 
that young Tom Petrie saw Simpson smoking his Indian 
"hookah," if that incident actually occurred? It is possible 
and more probable than the Eagle Farm story—the cottage 
was only a short distance from Tom's home.)t 
CONFLICT BETWEEN WHITES AND BLACKS 
Among Simpson's earliest letters, therefore, is a series 
dealing with these three proposals probably written from his 
cottage, used as a town office and surgery. Dealing first with 
the urgent question of the conflicts between whites and blacks, 
he said: 
+ At that time (1843/44) the cottages were on Crown land and the tenure Is doubt-
ful—they may have been made available to Simpson, Prior, and Jones, on lease, or 
for some special duty or facility. When the land was open for purchase in 1848, 
Stephen Simpson bought three adjoining allotments that apparently included the cot-
tages, though these were not mentioned in the sale notice. They had a total frontage 
to Eagle Street of 3 chains and ran from it to the bank of the Brisbane River which 
bounded all three. (Lots 9, 10 and 11 of Sec. 32.) Deeds were dated 15 August 1849; 
and despatched 30 October 1840. A typical one is as follows: "9/32. Commencing 
on Brisbane River at the south-east corner of Allotment 8, and bounded on the north 
by the southern boundary of that allotment, westerly 2 chains 87 links to Eagle Street, 
on the west by a line at right-angles, being 1 chain of that street southerly, on the 
south by a line at right-angles to the street 3 chains 5 links easterly to the Brisbane 
River and on the east by that river downwards to the point of commencement." 
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"Brisbane, Moreton Bay, 
July 13, 1842. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to state for the information of His 
Excellency that the Stations to the North of the Brisbane 
are suffering under considerable anxiety from the hostile 
attitude of the Blacks, who appear to be carrying out their 
revenge in a very insidious manner by the attack of any 
defenceless individual that may fall in their way. A hut-
keeper of Mr. Bigge was barbarously murdered a few 
weeks since and within these few days, a (sic) another of 
Mr. Balfour's; besides which several individuals have been 
wounded or had spears thrown at them while on their way 
from one Station to another. 
In fact, plunder does not appear to be as much their 
object as the destruction of human life, which they effect 
by proceeding in small bodies of three or four together, the 
main mob keeping out of sight. In an attempt to secure 
three of the supposed murderers at Mr. Wm. McConnell's 
Station, a very powerful and mischievous Black named 
Commandant was shot, and two others wounded. I hope 
by the next steamer to be able to forward the depositions I 
have taken regarding this affair to the Attorney-General— 
in the meantime I much fear unless something is shortly 
done to calm the situation which has arisen between the 
parties, that much greater atrocities will ensue. 
I have the honour to be. 
Sir, Your obedt. Sert., 
S. SIMPSON, 
Com. Cr. Lands. 
The Hon. E. D. Thomson, 
Colonial Secretary." 
No immediate reply was received and on 8 August he 
wrote more fully: 
(Letter 42/6111 of 20 August 1842 including Simpson's 
N.42of 8 August 1842.) 
"Brisbane, 
Aug. 8, 1842. 
Sir, 
I think it my duty to submit to His Excellency's con-
sideration the enclosed Letter from Mr. Balfour, contain-
ing an account of a series of aggressions committed by 
the Blacks at his Station; more particularly too as Mr. 
Balfour some months back was compelled to abandon his 
Station with considerable loss under nearly similar circum-
stances, though it is not more than from 60 to 70 miles 
from the settlement. 
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The consequences of this state of insecurity to the 
Squatters are very serious, independently (sic) of the loss 
of Stock, it being almost impossible for them to obtain 
servants at any price; as there is a general indisposition on 
the part of labouring men to engage for shepherds and 
stockmen and those that are already engaged take the 
earliest opportunity of leaving their employers and will 
sooner put up with a scanty existence near the Settlement 
than expose themselves to the dangers of the bush. To 
remedy this state of insecurity the Squatters themselves 
are ready to make any sacrifice and, should it meet with 
His Excellency's approbation, are willing to furnish a man 
mounted and armed at every Head Station to accompany 
the Commissioner when called upon in cases of emer-
gency; these with the assistance of four or five sturdy 
policemen would probably suffice to keep the District in 
order; as I feel satisfied the Blacks on the Northern Fron-
tier are, as yet, scarcely aware of the consequences of their 
proceedings and that by timely interference and good coun-
cil they may be brought to a more peaceable state. 
I beg also to state for His Excellency's consideration 
that the Squatters of the District seem to think that should 
my future residence be permanently fixed at Brisbane that 
it will put them to considerable inconvenience, being so far 
from the centre of the District. 
There can be no doubt but that the neighbourhood of 
Redbank or Limestone would in every respect be a more 
eligible site for the residence of the Commissioner as he 
would then be nearly in the centre of the District and on 
the great thoroughfare to all parts of it and to Darling 
Downs." (My italics.—R.W.C.) "There are in fact from 
20 to 30 Stations formed or forming within the District, 
of which only two are approachable from the North Bank 
of the Brisbane and, even to these there is a better road 
through Limestone; the direct road to the other Stations 
would in every case be through Redbank or Limestone 
which will be the most eligible place for the principal 
Pound. In that neighbourhood too all the sawyers are 
employed, as the best timber grows there. I may also men-
tion that, at the request of the Squatters, Mr. Petrie's two 
sons are going to establish a Store and Blacksmith's Forge 
on the banks of the Brisbane about five miles from Lime-
stone and two from Redbank; Captain Chambers of the 
'Edward' also intends forming an establishment there, so 
as to obviate the necessity of the Squatters' drays corning 
down to the Settlement. 
I have taken the liberty of mentioning these circum-
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stances before 1 make any arrangements for my permanent 
residence as I understood from His Excellency when at 
Brisbane that it was his intention that I should reside near 
the Settlement, and I know not how far these considera-
tions may induce His Excellency to alter his determination. 
1 have the honour to be. 
Sir, Your Obedt. Sert., 
S. SIMPSON, 
Com. Cr. Lands. 
The Hon. E. D. Thomson, 
Colonial Secretary." 
It will be observed that Dr. Simpson had committed the 
cardinal sin of dealing with two separate subjects in one letter, 
and this did not pass without notice though much else had 
and did! 
The letter from Mr. Balfour which was enclosed with Dr. 
Stephen Simpson's letter is as follows: 
"Collington (Colinton), Stanley Creek, 
11 July 1842. 
Sir, 
I beg leave to inform you that on 24 ulto. a man named 
James Robertson in my employment as watchman at an 
outstation was killed by a party of blacks at present 
unknown. He was found in a water hole speared through 
the back and breast—the Blacks having stript him of his 
clothes and having carried off everything in the hut in 
which he lived. 
Since then, on 6th inst., a large party of the natives 
surrounded a hut on another outstation of mine with the 
intention of attacking it and alarmed the inmates of it very 
considerably by their menacing gestures and, indeed, the 
watchman (who was cleaning the sheep yards when the 
Blacks first made their appearance) would have been 
speared, had not a boy very fortunately observed a Black 
stealing up to the man under cover of the trees, holding 
his spear ready in a position to throw it and who instantly 
gave the alarm. 
A gun was then fired to summon the shepherds, upon 
which, the Blacks made a general rush towards the hut, 
but more firearms having been brought out they were 
intimidated and dispersed—but in their retreat they met 
the shepherds coming home and having attacked the sheep, 
succeeded in carrying off several of them. During the 
night of the same day the Blacks again rushed the sheep 
in the folds and leaving one or two speared, carried off 
others. 
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Again on 8th inst. whUe five flocks of sheep were feed-
ing close together on the run at the Head Station they were 
attacked by a large party of the Natives and, their num-
bers being so very far superior to that of the shepherds, 
my men for their own safety were obUged to keep together, 
and whUe defending themselves and one or two of the 
flocks, the Blacks carried off a number of sheep from the 
others. 
The Blacks who are committing these depredations are 
the Tribes belonging to this Creek and the neighbouring 
country. They are now so emboldened by their late suc-
cess that, unless some active step is taken immediately to 
suppress these outrages, there is no knowing to what extent 
these atrocities may be carried. 
I have the honour to be. Sir, 
Your Obedt. Servt., 
JAMES A. BALFOUR." 
The action taken in regard to these letters was typical of 
Government then, and not unknown to Governments today! 
Seeking for an excuse or justification for doing nothing, 
Governor Gipps annotated the letter as follows: 
"The Treasurer is requested to state, whether Mr. Bal-
four has a Licence—if so for what District and what assess-
ment has been paid. 
(Sgd.) G.G." 
Actually Balfour, who was quite a reputable person and 
formerly a Squatter in the Collington and Lachlan areas of 
New South Wales, and in good financial standing, had only 
recently arrived in Moreton Bay District and had duly applied 
for a Ucence, which had been approved by the Commissioner 
of Crown Lands. It was in the Treasury but had not yet been 
paid for, as Dr. Simpson had not sent the list of assessments, 
so that the amount that would be due on it had not been 
advised to Balfour. The Governor, however, on being told 
that no assessment had actually been paid, further minuted 
the papers: 
"Acknowledge receipt and acquaint Mr. Balfour that as 
on Inquiry I find that he has no Licence and that con-
sequently he must have taken possession of his Station 
without any permission from the Government, I must hold 
him strictly responsible for any excesses that may be com-
mitted in his neighbourhood either by the aborigines or on 
them and that the Government cannot engage to protect 
Persons who in search of Pasturage go beyond the limits 
within which protection can be accorded. 
(Sgd.) G.G. 
Spt. 14th." 
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A particularly typical note is attached to Simpson's first 
letter of 13 July 1842 and is dated seven months later (20 
February 1843). It reads: 
"Returned to Records. 
(Sgd.) G.G." 
and another note below it, adds: 
"Memo. Nothing could be done upon it at the time it 
was reed, but Mr. Simpson, being now relieved from 
the Duties of Police Magistrate, will be able to attend to 
matters of this nature, in his proper office of Commsr. 
of Crown Lands. 
(Sgd.) G.G." 
Leaving this subject, we may direct our attention to his 
proposals for establishing his border post and erecting his 
own house. 
There is an interesting comment, dated 14 September 
1842, on the file mentioned above, on the suggestion regard-
ing the estabhshment of mounted and armed police and emer-
gency forces, as follows: 
"Further state to Dr. Simpson—that I have it in con-
templation to send him a Party of Border Policemen— 
and request him to report at what price he could obtain 
Horses for them (say: four Horses)." 
On 2 December 1842, after the usual delays, the usual loss 
of papers and so on, the Superintendent of Convicts, who 
was generally entrusted with such matters, was instructed to 
select four men to assist Simpson; and it is also noted that 
the Doctor had acquired four horses at £35 each (the usual 
price was £40) from Patrick Leshe early in October—"good 
strong horses standing at least 15.2, from four to six years 
old and subject to approval." 
A letter in the Foreign File (May 1842 to 5 August 1853 
—Letter 43/214: No. 43/8 of 14 Jan. 43, page 33) approves 
Dr. Stephen Simpson's proposed trip to the Bunya Bunya 
Country; requests him to keep an accurate Journal; to obtain 
a suitable dray, oxen, etc., but raps him sharply over the 
knuckles by requesting him primly to: "use separate letters 
for separate subjects in corresponding with the Colonial 
Secretary." 
FORMATION OF BORDER STATION 
With regard to his establishing a Border Station for his 
Police and a residence for himself at the point that he had 
selected, namely, Woogaroo (now Goodna), the letter con-
tinues: 
"His Excellency considers that it will be proper for you 
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to form a Station for your Policemen in some part of your 
District and that the spot pointed out by you may probably 
be a fit one, but it is impossible for His Excellency to allow 
you any pre-emption of Land as requested, nor can you 
be allowed to have any private interest in the Station 
which is to be formed. His ExceUency approves of your 
attaching two or three aboriginal natives to your party of 
Police and they may hereafter (should they be found use-
ful) be mounted; you must, however, be particularly care-
ful that they are not ill-treated by the white men of your 
party or made to perform the oflBces of servants to them." 
(My italics.—R.W.C.) 
AU was now in readiness for the northern trip, subject only 
to the arrival of Capt. J. C. Wickham to assume duty as Police 
Magistrate. 
It had already been arranged that Rev. Eiper should be 
his companion, together with four mounted police, and six 
prisoners of the Crown, and that the stores, etc., should be 
transported in a dray with 18 oxen. By a letter of 24 Novem-
ber 1842 (42/5870, p. 20:42/28), Simpson had been 
advised: 
"His Excellency hopes that you will make arrangements 
for starting on this journey to the Bunya Country as soon 
afterwards" (i.e. after Wickham's arrival) "as possible— 
you must, of course, have with you a sufficient force for 
your protection." 
As late as the middle of January 1843 he was stiU at Eagle 
Farm, but within a few weeks he had moved to Redbank, the 
Woogaroo Border Post, at what had obviously been the 
Woogaroo "Station" or "Camp" for a considerable time, 
where a punt was moored to cross the Woogaroo Creek, 
where the main track from the DarUng Downs to Cowper's 
(Cooper's) Plains crossed it. 
JOURNEY TO BUNYA COUNTRY 
His party of twelve left finally for the Bunya Bunya 
Country in the afternoon of 10 March 1843 from Woogaroo 
and spent that evening and next day at Limestone completing 
aU arrangements, checking last minute needs and so on and, 
on 12 March, set out via Balfour's Station, Eale's Old Camp, 
to follow the track of Joliffe and of Stuart RusseU under 
Duramboi's guidance, over the rugged Conondale Range, and 
as far as Tiaro and beyond it to the Mary River, where they 
were surprised and delighted to faU in with the Edward^ 
the ship of Simpson's friend Capt. Chalmers, the first large 
boat to come up by the sea entrance. They returned more or 
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less by the same route, reaching Woogaroo again on 28 
April 1843, having been 50 days away and having covered 
some 500 miles in afl. 
Simpson wrote an interesting and well-informed account 
of his experiences entitled: "Journal of an excursion to the 
Bunya Country, situated in the North of the Moreton Bay 
District of New South Wales," the original of which is in the 
Mitchell Library, among its records, despatches, etc. I take 
occasion again here to express my gratitude to the Library 
for their kindness in giving me access to it, and to the letters 
quoted above. 
The remarkable achievement this journey represented was 
aided by the fact that the party followed the route taken by 
Duramboi on the previous occasion with Joliffe and Last. In 
his first letter regarding the return of Davis and Bracewell 
with Petrie, Simpson had recommended as follows: 
"TUl His Excellency's pleasure is known, I have attached 
David Bracewell and James Davis to the Police of the 
Settlement, but would beg to suggest that from their 
intimate knowledge of the Blacks and of their language 
as well as of the important District to the North that, // 
His Excellency should approve of their being mounted and 
attached to the Border Police, their services would be 
invaluable." 
Presumably this was done and they were attached to Simpson 
at Woogaroo Border Police Post. 
DAVIS WITH PARTY 
Mr. E. V. Stevens, in his paper read before this Society, 
suggests that the convict who accompanied him was Brace-
well rather than Davis, on the ground that Bracewell was set 
to work with Dr. Simpson, but, in fact, H. Stuart-Russell who, 
with Andrew Petrie, brought Bracewell and Davis back to 
Brisbane in 1842 says, in his Genesis of Queensland (p. 
300): 
"Not long after our return Bracefell (Bracewell) and 
Davis—both having received 'manumission' upon Petrie's 
report to the Government — were taken by Simpson — 
Lands Commissioner—to his new residence at Woogaroo 
on the Brisbane." 
There are many evidences in Simpson's report itself that 
Davis was with the party. For instance, from 23 March 1843 
the diary entries begin to include native names which could 
only have been obtained from Davis. Simpson mentions: 
"Dulung Mountain and the chain which extends from 
N.E. to the south of us and then by other ranges according 
to Davis for 50 miles in that direction." 
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On the 27th he wrote: 
"For the first time, this day we fell in with an aborigine 
of the 'DaUambarah' tribe named Woorumbilly, an old 
acquaintance of Davis, who was the only white man he had 
ever seen." 
A whole series of arrangements were made with this abc)ri-
gine which could only have been possible with Davis acting 
as interpreter. The next day Simpson says: 
"Came to an extensive flat caUed 'Toon' by the natives, 
which, during Davis' 14 years' residence with them, was 
assigned to him. It appears, in fact, that everywhere to the 
northward the aborigines lay claim to particular tracts of 
land, allotting certain portions of it to the individual fami-
lies, composing the tribe." 
And, finally, on 12 AprU, on the return trip, when an alarm 
of a native attack was raised, he says that the aborigines— 
"being warned by Davis not to approach us in the night, 
and we having discharged a few shots into the scrub, we 
heard no more of them." 
Upon his return from his journey north. Dr. Simpson ener-
getically set to work to develop the Border PoUce Station at 
Woogaroo and to buUd the house for himself for which he 
had obtained permission in January 1843 (vide supra). 
So far we have seen him occupying temporarily three 
houses—his first, at Jamison Street, Sydney, in 1840, until 
he left for Moreton Bay following the tragic deaths of his 
wife and baby daughter; his second at Eagle Farm 1840-1843 
(the whole area was cut up for sale on 7 December 1842); 
and the third, the cottage on the river bank close to Andrew 
Petrie's house, workshop, and the saw-pits at Petrie's Bight. 
This cottage was probably also his surgery—a guess that is 
supported perhaps by a comment of Nehemiah Bartley 
(Opals and Agates, pp. 92-3) describing Brisbane twelve 
years later (1854): 
"Across the street" (from Andrew Petrie's) "was the 
little den of a Customs House of the period, then came 
Richardson's Wharf (now Bright's) where I first started 
business in Brisbane and Daniel Rowntree Somerset had 
the upper floor. . . . Then, up the River, were Dr. Simp-
son's cottages inhabited by Dr. Hobbs and WiUiam B. 
Tooth of Clifton; and then. Raff's Wharf came next. . . ." 
Dr. Hobbs (one of Dr. Lang's people) arrived in 1849 
and, I think, probably took over Dr. Simpson's practice, as 
the latter was then living at Woogaroo, which was too far 
away to maintain satisfactorily a medical practice in Brisbane 
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Town. Obviously Simpson owned this and probably all three 
adjoining cottages (see previous note). 
So far as a site for the office and also for the house of the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands and Officer-in-Charge of the 
Woogaroo Border Police Station was concerned, circum-
stances limited the choice to the Redbank-Woogaroo area. 
J. J. Knight points out (In the Early Days, pp. 44, 49, 
62, etc.) that as early as 1832 there were two soldiers—a 
corporal and a private—at the "Redbank Station"; that sheep-
stations had been estabhshed at "Cowper's Plains," Redbank, 
and "Limestone" (Ipswich); and, that convict sawyers were 
constantly at work on Oxley Creek. The road from South 
Brisbane ran to Cooper's Plains where it cut the "Squatters' 
Highway" from the Darling Downs to Cleveland—which the 
Squatters, by-passing the despised Penal Settlement of Bris-
bane Town, hoped to see, in time, the capital of Queensland, 
if and when Separation came. 
The old Brisbane-Ipswich road actually touched the Bris-
bane River at its most southerly sinuosity about half a mile 
upstream from Woogaroo Creek, which it crossed. As men-
tioned, a punt was kept at Woogaroo Creek and had been for 
years and, doubtless, a crew for it was available as required, 
36 
but was generally employed on other duties. There were two 
other creeks—Goodna Creek (another mUe upstream) and 
Six-Mile Creek ("Five miles from Ipswich, two from Red-
bank," as Simpson said when mentioning the store of the 
Petrie boys and the proposed mooring point of Captain 
Chalmers' boat Edward). It is the point at which the 
MoggiU Ferry now crosses the river. 
At each of these three places the river narrowed very 
markedly and offered easy crossing. The road from Brisbane, 
via IndooroopiUy, Pullen Pullen, and Moggill— t^o Redbank 
was several miles shorter this way than by the main road and 
avoided the need to make the crossing of the Brisbane River 
to South Brisbane (which was three hundred yards wide at 
that point), with the concurrent trouble and costs. 
Dr. E. Sandford Jackson (Op. cit. supra) correctly says: 
"Between Redbank and Goodna (Woogaroo) is a por-
tion of the stream where the deep channel is very narrow 
and crosses the river diagonally between two gravelly shal-
lows. It is still marked on the map as 'Simpson's Crossing' 
and doubtless at that spot many people crossed. . . ." 
(It is shown in the Chart of 1962 of the Department of Har-
bours and Marine.) 
It was obviously here, I think, and not at South Brisbane, 
that, as Coote records (op. cit. p. 32) Patrick Leslie and 
party in 1841— 
". . . swam their stock across the Brisbane, with the excep-
tion of one valuable horse which had been purchased for 
stud purposes. There was no punt available for his passage 
and one had to be obtained from the station at Woogaroo. 
Once fairly across the river they went to Limestone. . . ." 
(It is only some 60ft. across.) 
From May 1843 Simpson heads aU his letters from 
Woogaroo. 
FIRST COTTAGE AT WOOGAROO 
He began at once to build his own first cottage there apart 
from the Police Post. (In February 1844 BraceweU, whUe feU-
ing cedar for it, was kiUed by a faUing tree.) That same year 
Simpson and his friend W. H. Wiseman were established there 
in the pretty bend on the east side of Woogaroo Creek. The 
spot is shown (named) in Robert Dixon's map published in 
1846, but completed earUer. 
There are numerous references between 1844 and 1849 
to this cottage. 
For example, in the Moreton Bay Courier of 8 August 
1846, the following occurs in an account of a visit to Ipswich 
by water by the steamer Experiment: 
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"After passing this Island" (Cockatoo Island) "and on 
the south bank is Woogaroo, the residence of Dr. Simpson, 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, which is beautifully 
situated in the bend of the river and commands a fine view 
of a very extensive reach. The house is placed on an 
eminence and the prospect from it is very pleasing and 
varied; there is a gentle slope to the river side and the soil 
is of the richest description, being an accumulation of 
vegetable matter. A more promising aspect or more 
favourable position could not have been selected on the 
banks of the river. The gardens are very extensive and, 
owing to the labour bestowed upon them have been highly 
productive . . . Woogaroo Creek forms the western boun-
dary of the property." 
Dr. E. Sandford Jackson in his article (1922) wrote 
further: 
"After he became Commissioner for Crown Lands 
Stephen Simpson lived, as I have heard it said, for a time 
at Redbank. Later he moved down the River to the present 
site of Goodna (Woogaroo). There he built a house for 
himself. He was visited in 1845 by John Dunmore Lang, 
who describes his visit and the house at Woogaroo Creek 
), 
In his book Cooksland published in 1846, Dr. Lang 
described his impressions of the land between Brisbane and 
Ipswich—with which he was not very favourably impressed— 
and adds the note regarding Dr. Simpson's cottage to which 
Dr. Jackson refers (1845): 
"On approaching the river, however, at Redbank—the 
residence of Dr. Simpson, Commissioner of Crown Lands 
for the Moreton Bay District—the country improves, and 
the alluvial land on the banks of the river, which, however, 
is not of great extent and very thickly timbered, is of the 
richest description. Dr. Simpson is a gentleman of culti-
vated mind and manners, who has travelled much and 
read more. . . . His residence is in the usual bush style— 
a rustic cottage formed of rough slabs, roofed either with 
bark or shingles (but more frequently with the former), 
with a verandah in front and outbuildings to match. The 
site had been selected with great taste on a ridge over-
looking a beautiful bend of the river and Dr. Simpson had 
spared neither pains nor expense in forming a most pic-
turesque garden in a natural hollow where the soil consists 
of rich alluvial land intervening between the house and the 
river, leaving the more ornamental bush trees of the natural 
forest to give interest and variety to the scene and to con-
38 
trast with European pot herbs and the other exotic vegeta-
tion of the garden." 
Dr. Sandford Jackson said that this description would fit 
the site of the "Old Surgeon's cottage" in the grounds of the 
Goodna Asylum (now Special Hospital) so long occupied 
at a later date by his medical friends, the late Drs. Scholes 
and Hogg, each of whom was Superintendent there. 
At the meeting at which the paper was read. Dr. Charles 
LUley challenged this location, and said that Dr. Simpson's 
house was not at Woogaroo Creek but at Wolston Creek, 
adding that two of the daughters of M. B. Goggs (who bought 
Wolston from Simpson in 1860/61) had married two men 
of the LUley family. One of these ladies had been Dr. LiUey's 
own mother! 
TWO DIFFERENT HOUSES! 
Dr. Jackson accordingly appended a note of correction to 
his pubUshed paper but, in fact, he had been right—they 
were talking of two different houses—Dr. Simpson built both, 
but Wolston House was not begun until 1852! 
In passing, it may be said that Dr. Lang strongly advocated 
retaining native names and not substituting for them prosaic 
English place names; he found the aboriginal words sonorous 
and charming. In a poem he composed in 1835 he said: 
"/ like the native names as Parramatta, 
And Illawarra and Woolloomooloo; 
Toongabbi, Mittagong, and Coolangatta 
And YuriXmbon and Coodgiegang, Meroo, 
Euranarina, Jackwa, Boolkomatta, 
Nandowra, Tumbarumba, Woogaroo; 
The Wollondilly and the Wingiecarribbee 
The Waragumby, Daby and Bungarribbee!" 
(Queensland 1861, p. 41.) 
It is interesting to note that if, as he said, Dr. Lang wrote 
this in 1835, the name Woogaroo was already a place name 
at that early date, just as Redbank and Limestone were. 
Two brides wending their ways to their husbands' proper-
ties have left references to this first cottage of Dr. Simpson. 
In 1847, Mrs. George Leslie, on her way to Caiming Downs 
after her honeymoon, wrote in her Memoirs: 
"Impatient to get home, we borrowed Captain Wick-
ham's inside-car and set out with two horses, sleeping the 
first night at the wooden house of an old bachelor friend 
who entertained us most hospitably—my first and last 
experience of a primitive estabhshment. We had an excel-
lent supper. The first bottle of champagne, placed too near 
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the fire, exploded! I had a maid with me and she shared a 
tiny room with me but with every convenience . . . (Dr. S.) 
had been travelling physician to the Duches of Suther-
land in his youth. I recollect that his fowls roosted in the 
trees around his wooden house. . . ." 
Mrs. David McConnel on her first trip to Cressbrook, in 
1849, wrote in her Memories of Days Long Gone By: 
"There was no getting along! Although the distance to 
Ipswich is only 25 miles it took two days to cover it and 
we had to stop where there was a stopping place. Half way 
there was a small town called Woogaroo . . . beautifully 
situated on the banks of the Brisbane River. A pretty 
cottage in this early township was the home of Dr. Stephen 
Simpson, the first Commissioner of Crown Lands. . . ." 
HARDENING VIEWS ON ABORIGINES 
The references made to the extensive cultivation and 
gardens Simpson had round his house recall his own 
references in his reports on the State of the Aborigines which 
he sent annually, in accordance with an instruction issued to 
all Commissioners of Crown Lands. They show an interest-
ing hardening of his views regarding aborigines and their 
qualities of character. The first was in 1844 after a year at 
his Border Post Station, and it reads in part (Governor's 
Despatches, Vol. 47, 1845, pp. 603 et seq.): 
"The Aborigines of this District are naturally a humane 
good natured Race, rarely taking life from bloodthirsty 
motives—indeed, in their conflicts amongst themselves they 
do all they can to avoid it, never cutting if they can help 
it, any vital part. Their conduct to Runaways or persons 
lost in the Bush has almost always been uniformly kind 
and, considering the exposed nature of a Shepherd's occu-
pation and the occasional pressing wants of the Aborigines, 
it is really surprising that so few fall a sacrifice. . . ." (pp. 
614-615.) 
For the year 1845, however, after twelve months of savage 
outrages and reprisals, he wrote (Governor's Despatches, 
Vol. 51, 1846, pp. 7 et seq.): 
". . . . They are no longer at open war with the Squatters 
rushing Herds of Cattle and carrying off whole flocks of 
sheep but have adopted a system of pilfering that no fore-
sight can prevent. Everywhere, indeed, they adopt the 
same plan, visiting the Stations in small mobs under the 
guise of friends they allow no opportunity to escape of 
pilfering the huts or destroying any stray cattle they may 
meet on their way—in several instances they have killed 
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milking cows close up to the Hut without so much as being 
suspected. . . . Indeed at my own Station where we supply 
them plentifully with corn and sweet potatoes they never 
fail to plunder when they have the opportunity and, in the 
course of this year, carried off not less than 7 tons of sweet 
potatoes in a few weeks, which were grown to supply their 
wants in the winter. . . . Besides some serious Assaults, 
three men have been kUled by the Blacks during the present 
year. . . ." (pp. 8-9.) (These were Brown, WiUiams, and 
Uhr, and Simpson refers also to the attack on the German 
Mission at "Noonga" Creek (Burpengary Creek) and the 
consequent necessity to abandon it. The itaUcs here and 
elsewhere are mine.—R.W,C,) 
It may be mentioned that the year 1844 had been one of 
extreme drought followed by floods. 
The Woogaroo Border Post was closed in 1847 (v. More-
ton Bay Courier, 6 March 1847) except for two policemen 
and, in 1848, Dr. Simpson, who alternated between Woogaroo 
and Brisbane, was appointed a Trustee of the Brisbane 
General Hospital, together with his friend and colleague, 
Dr. D. Keith Ballow, J.P., and WiUiam Pickering, John 
Richardson, and George Spottiswoode le Breton. 
He had been for some time negotiating to secure 640 acres 
of land on Wolston Creek and had appUed for £450 com-
pensation for his house at Woogaroo Creek, which it seems 
the Government took over, or always owned. 
The decision was conveyed to Dr. Simpson by a letter of 
5 May 1849 (C.S.O.L. 49/4130) (Col. Treas. Letterbook 
No. 27, Feb. 1849/July 1851; p. 37, No. 130). 
The Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands at Sydney had 
received from the Colonial Secretary's office on 1 March 
1849 (No. 49/51; 49/1179(3)) the following: 
"Sir, 
I do myself the honour to inform you that I have sub-
mitted to the Governor a communication addressed to me 
on 13th January last by Mr. Commissioner Simpson for-
warding an Estimate of Buildings, etc., erected on the 
Commissioner's Station at Woogaroo, District of Moreton 
Bay, to the value of £450 and requesting that he may be 
allowed compensation to that amount. 
2. His ExceUency has expressed his regret that he can 
authorise the payment of no higher sum than £200 as 
aUowed in former similar cases, to which effect I am to 
request that you would advise the Commissioner. 
I have, etc., 
W. E. ELYARD, Jnr." 
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It was about this time that Dr. Hobbs, who had arrived in 
1849, presumably leased Dr. Simpson's cottage behind the 
Customs House, Brisbane. He stayed there certainly five 
and probably nearly ten years. Simpson and Wiseman con-
tinued to reside at Woogaroo after his £200 was granted to 
DR. W. HOBBS 
him; in fact he did not draw the money—he asked that it be 
partly applied to the purchase of his three allotments, upon 
which at that time money was owing. 
The Rev. (later Bishop) Glennie says in his diary: 
"7th to 9th January 1850. Rode to Woogaroo, much 
fatigued. Wiseman there. Stayed next day. Thermometer 
98. Lying on the sofa I imagined the sun was burning 
through the shingles. . . ." 
He repeatedly visited the Woogaroo cottage and there are 
numerous references in the diary of Wm. Pettigrew, also, 
another passenger by the Fortitude, who was working with 
Dr. Simpson on survey work until he set up the first private 
sawmill in Moreton Bay, and left his service (16 October 
1852). 
The negotiations for the area of 640 acres on Wolston 
Creek, a mile downstream from Simpson's wooden cottage 
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on Woogaroo Creek, continued, but he was also anxious to 
secure two areas, one above and one below it, of a larger 
acreage. This was refused on the grounds that they were not 
co-terminous, and so, he must select one or the other, but not 
WILLIAM PETTIGREW 
both. Apparently if he did get either he got the upstream 
area, which was limited in that direction by the "Woogaroo 
PURCHASE OF WOLSTON LAND 
Miss F. E. Lord, who has confused the two residences 
and areas, asserts in an article on "Historic Wolston" 
(Queenslander, 7 September 1933, p. 4) that Simpson bought 
"the land on which the house stood" and that as the notifi-
cation of availability for sale in the Government Gazette (of 
January-June 1851, p. 772) did not mention the house, 
though the Lands Office Survey Plan (M 1118-25) "showed 
its approximate position," it must be concluded "that Simp-
son owned the house and not (the Government." Both 
premises are incorrect: Wolston House was not begun until 
1852. The date he acquired the land on which it stands is 
available from the records and also from other sources, e.g. 
Pettigrew's diary of 24 June 1851, written presumably at 
Woogaroo, reports: "Dr. went to Brisbane" and, on 27 June, 
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Friday: "Dr. S. returned from Brisbane having purchased his 
640 acres." The purchase, indeed, is officially listed as of 
25 June 1851. The notice of the transaction appears in the 
Government Gazette (of 22 October 1852, p. 1534), under 
the heading "Purchases under the existing Regulations" as: 
Lot 7, Stanley; 640 acres, Stephen Simpson" and the deed is 
dated 1 March 1852. 
DEATH OF DR. BALLOW 
Here it is necessary to digress somewhat. The year 1850 
was saddened for Simpson by the death of his friend, Dr. 
Ballow. 
From his arrival in 1840, Dr. Simpson had enjoyed a close 
association and friendship with Dr. Ballow and his wife, and 
had acted for him from time to time on annual leave or other 
occasions of absence as "Assistant Colonial Surgeon." 
In 1850 the ship Emigrant arrived with an epidemic of 
typhus on board among the migrants. One medical officer 
had died; a second, Dr- Mallon, was incapacitated but ulti-
mately recovered; and Ballow volunteered to meet the emer-
gency. Unfortunately he, too, became infected; he died of 
typhus on 29 September 1850. (His memory is kept alive 
by "Ballow Chambers.") 
Dr. Kearsey Cannan was appointed to replace Dr. Ballow; 
he arrived as the epidemic was tailing off and, by wisely 
establishing himself on tiny Bird Island offshore from the 
Quarantine Station at Dunwich, he safely rode the epidemic 
out. As it was ending, Dr. Fred. J. Barton (who was destined 
to remain many years) arrived by the Eagle on a two months' 
emergency appointment at what was then the lavish figure of 
£ 2 / 2 / - per day, rations, and passage paid! (50/9612; No. 82 
of 14 October 1850.) (Even Wickham had had to pay his 
own passage to Brisbane on appointment in 1842.) 
Immediately upon Ballow's death, Simpson applied to act 
in financial matters for Mrs. Baflow, who was prostrated by 
her bereavement, and he was ultimately accepted in that 
capacity by the Government (51/7436 of 5 August 1851, 
No. 56, p. 403; W. Elyard to J. C. Wickham, Police Magis-
trate). 
Dr. Kearsey Cannan, substituting as Gaol Visitor, received 
merely £40 per annum; Dr. Mallon (now recovered from 
his attack of typhus) asked for equal treatment in salary, etc., 
to that which had been granted Dr. Barton, and it was agreed 
that he should receive £ 1 / 1 / - per day. This was later 
increased, on his further representations, to £2 /2 / - per day, 
for the period concerned, including the days he was ill 
(50/8536; No. 77 of 14 October 1850). 
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Simpson's strenuous efforts on Mrs. Ballow's behalf won 
her also £2/2 / - per day for the time that Dr. Ballow was 
working at the Quarantine Station and later, a special gratuity 
from the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, of £300—a 
large sum at that time (M. 10251: No. 2 of 13 January 
1852, p. 420). 
There are few references on which to build a picture of 
the man himself. 
PEN PORTRAIT OF SIMPSON 
His courage in abandoning the orthodox tenets of medicine 
in defiance of the profession has already been recorded; his 
loyalty to his fiancee and to his friends was proverbial; he out-
faced Commandant Gorman and contributed conclusively to 
his recall over the case of John Ford; he tried hard but failed 
to secure justice for Robert Dixon, the surveyor maliciously 
dismissed by Gorman and denied reinstatement by Governor 
Gipps. 
Dr. Lang described him as "a gentleman of cultivated mind 
and manners, who has travelled much and read more"; Mrs. 
George Leslie describes him as "an old bachelor friend who 
entertained us most hospitably"; Stuart Russell refers to his 
friendliness, capacity for entertainment, experience and depth 
DR. JOHN DUNMORE LANG 
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of thought that made him a "kindly host" and "chivalrous 
gentleman." 
Others recalled him as a "fierce-looking old gentleman" 
whose bark was far worse than his bite. But his bite could 
be full of teeth, too! 
MOTLEY INEFFICIENTS 
Among the motley inefficients of an outpost at the "limits 
of location"—the sort of place in which there is always a 
proportion hiding their vices or their incompetence—he did 
not pull his punches; but he took action openly when he 
decided upon action- Two or three instances must suffice. 
I have already mentioned the doddering Chief Constable 
and Postmaster Whyte, who for years had been a joke or an 
exasperation to all Brisbane. Sydney Smith, the Clerk of 
Petty Sessions at Ipswich, was another unreliable Court 
official who gravely handicapped the course of business on 
occasion. 
Of Whyte, Simpson wrote (42/5264 of 19 July 1842): 
"Sir: 
I have the honour to state for the information of His 
Exceflency that Mr. Whyte who has been acting for some 
years as Clerk of the Bench, Chief Constable and Post-
master, is now labouring under a severe attack of illness. 
For some weeks his mind has been evidently wandering 
and he is now in a state of high delirium. As there is not 
the least probability of his being able again to resume his 
duties I have appointed Mr. Richard Cannan, Clerk of the 
Commissariat, to do the duties of Postmaster until His 
Excellency's pleasure is known. 
With regard to Mr. Whyte's other duties they have long 
been performed in a very unsatisfactory manner and from 
the number of disorderly people now congregating about 
the Settlement the want of an efficient Chief Constable is 
severely felt. 
I have, etc., 
S. SIMPSON. 
Actg. Police Magistrate. 
Hon. E. Deas Thomson, 
Colonial Secretary." 
(The letter produced consternation when it appeared, as 
it (iid in due course, that his multiple offices were irregular 
appointments and their re-filling required finesse.) 
STRUGGLE WITH INCOMPETENCE 
The case of Sydney Smith (4/2930 Archives 16 September 
1850) indicated equally his struggle with incompetence or 
indolence. A man named Baillie was charged at Ipswich 
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before Dr. Stephen Simpson and Dr- McTaggart Dorsey 
(sitdng as Js.P.) with selling spirits without a Ucence. He 
was defended by A. Macalister (of whom we shall hear more 
later). He was convicted; fined £30—a very heavy fine for 
those days: and appealed. The papers were not forwarded in 
time by the Clerk of Petty Sessions (Smith); the appeal was 
set aside; and Macalister proposed to proceed against both 
Simpson and Dorsey for the injury to his cUent suffered by 
this failure to forward the papers, to the detriment of the 
appeal. Simpson accused Smith of this dereliction and Smith 
denied any failure of duty, counterclaiming he had never 
received them. In the event, the Governor-General remitted 
the fine and the Ipswich Court fell accordingly under a 
cloud! 
Simpson wrote (in part) in asking the Government to 
defend the case if brought: 
". . . . undoubtedly it would be a great hardship that 
the convicting Magistrates should be put to any expense or 
inconvenience by the gross neglect of the Clerk of the 
Bench, Mr. Sydney Smith, who, to say the least, has 
always been a most inefficient officer, his health incapaci-
tating him for weeks together from attending to the duties 
of his office, so that it is no uncommon thing to see his 
place at Court fiUed by a substitute. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, Your obedient servant, 
S. SIMPSON, J.P." 
As with indolence and incompetence, he was equally 
angered by indiscipline or petty peculation. He was particu-
larly critical of the habits of the surveyors, who, after some 
weeks in the field would return to the Settlement and would 
lie about the place "idle and drunken" while their figures were 
being plotted from their field books, instead of being out and 
about on the rectification of roads and bridges, etc. As 
regards improper claims (regarded as "perks"), he made 
Surveyor Wade the subject of a test case- One suspects there 
was quite a sharp division of opinion locally concerning the 
cases of Commandant Gorman, John Ford, and, particu-
larly, Surveyor Robert Dixon (who had been a friend of 
Simpson's). Doubtless half the population of the place gazed 
benevolently—perhaps enviously—upon any "outpost pecca-
dilloes." 
But Simpson's rigidity of viewpoint was associated with a 
frankness that was uncommon in a society where privilege 
and anonymous slanders were basic ingredients. His com-
plaint was accompanied by a personal letter to Wade, which 
explains the situation. He wrote: 
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"Brisbane, Sept. 19/42. 
Sir, 
As I feel it would be most ungentlemanly to report any 
circumstances relating to the conduct of any Officer of 
the District without informing him of it, I beg to state that 
I have thought it my duty to bring before his Excellency 
the circumstance of your having drawn forage for a horse 
ever since you have been in this District, though it is 
notorious you have never had one. 
I have also mentioned the circumstance of your letting 
your BuUocks and Dray—that his Excellency may decide 
as to the propriety of the proceeding. 
I remain Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 
S. SIMPSON. 
Actg. Pol. M. 
To H. Wade, Esq., 
Surveyor." 
On the official letter, the Governor-General commented: 
"Acknowledge receipt to Mr. Simpson—and state that 
he acted very properly in bringing this matter to my know-
ledge. The proceeding of Mr. Wade in drawing forage foj 
a horse without keeping one is not only unjustifiable—but 
such as by the well known rules of every branch of Her 
Majesty's Service exposes him to the risk of immediate 
and peremptory dismissal. If I do not now enforce this 
penalty against him, it is only because he has not been 
long in the Service, and in other respects I have had reason 
to be satisfied with his conduct- He will however be 
seriously admonished of the consequences which will foflow 
any future irregularity of this nature. . . ." 
For what they are worth, these fragments are significant 
but insufficient to complete a portrait in mosaic. 
Anyone interested in calligraphy, moreover, may find 
material of much interest in a study of his small, very distinc-
tive handwriting and signature. We must leave this intriguing 
aspect of the matter here. 
NOTES IN PETTIGREW'S DIARY 
The planning for Wolston was, meanwhile, going well, 
and is recorded in the diary of Wm. Pettigrew (in the posses-
sion of this Society). 
Pettigrew wrote in his diary the morning after Simpson's 
triumphant return from Brisbane: 
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"28 June 1851.—Went out to Dr. Simpson's purchase. 
Tried grounds several places for garden. Clay 
from 6in. to 18in. from surface, also stony and 
sandy. . . ." 
The references for the next sixteen months are frequent 
and illuminating, e.g.: 
"29 Jan- 1852 Thursday.—Went out and surveyed about 
Wolston site." 
"30 Friday.—Went out to Wolston; took levels from 
river to top of bank (48ft.) to proposed site of 
house (68ft.) and to steading (72ft.)." 
(N.B.—The "steading" was the area that in-
cluded the outbuildings.—R.W.C.) 
"7 February.—Went out to run and surveyed about pro-
posed garden." 
"27 February, Friday.—Went out to Wolston with Dr. 
and took dimensions about stockyard, steading, 
house and garden. - . ." 
"14 June.—Went out to Wolston and marked off road 
from proposed wharf up to top of bank. Rather a 
difficult job to know what is easiest and best. 
Incline 1 in 12. . . ." 
"15 June, Tuesday.—Made working plan of small 
groom's house. . . ." 
"28 June, Monday.—Turned out a lot of filly foals and 
some young mares to Wolston." 
"6 July.—In evening made ground plan of Wolston 
stables." 
"20 August.—Went out to Wolston and measured and 
marked off line of fence from bend of creek to 
boundary and down that to scrub. Whole length 
of fencing 92.40 chains- . . ." 
"12 September, Sabbath.—Took level out to W. and 
marked drains I in 70—and made them into 
water holes. . . ." 
"30 September.—Repaired Dr.'s tent and took it and 
other tools and meat, etc., and l i weeks' rations 
to W. Took list of things and returned." 
and next day: 
"1 October.—Made and finished plans, sections and 
elevation of house Wolston." 
"15 October.—Made plan of Wolston stables." 
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"16 October.—Left Woogaroo. . . •" (and Dr. Simpson's 
service.—R.W.C.) 
Although Pettigrew had completed his task and left, his 
interest in the new project was still keen, and two other 
entries are as follows: 
"23 December, 1852.—Came to Woogaroo p.m." 
"24 December 1852.—Went out to Wolston. One side 
of house slabbed and shingled. Wants more 
battens, weatherboards, and flooring." 
This again poses an intriguing problem. Was this the 
groom's house for which he made plans on 15 June? Or did 
Dr. Simpson build first at Wolston in wood? 
DESCRIPTION OF WOLSTON HOUSE 
AND OCCUPIERS 
Wolston House appears to consist of an original hand-
worked freestone portion comprising a kitchen; a dining and 
sitting room combined; and a bedroom (now divided by a 
wooden partition into a pantry and narrow bedroom). To 
this, at a slightly lower level, is attached a large double room 
WOLSTON HOUSE 
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which was probably added by the Goggs family, who 
occupied the house from 1861 to 1907, and was ultimately a 
reception room and main bedroom separated by four folding 
cedar doors. Handmade bricks and locally grown, cut, and 
seasoned cedar complete the structure, which originally had 
a shingle roof—long since replaced by galvanised iron. Under 
the end of the original block are two large basement rooms 
which were apparently the servants' rooms, or alternatively, 
a store room and wine cellar; and there are various later 
additions that served as milk room, meat room, etc-
A large annexe with roomy storage subspace was added to 
house the Goggs family of 12 children. It was first built in 
cedar and later in its present brick. 
The Grindle family (1907 to 1956) did not make any 
structural alterations of which I am aware, so far as the 
house is concerned, though they certainly modified the 
grounds; neither did the Hurley family (1956 to 1960), from 
whom the State acquired the property in 1960—just 100 
years after Stephen Simpson sold it to Matthew Buscall 
Goggs, a grazier of Chinchifla, who extended the land area 
greatly and used it to fatten sheep for sale in Brisbane. 
We now enter the last phase of Stephen Simpson's life in 
Australia. 
I have concluded that, about 1855, he had decided to 
retire from his position as Commissioner for Crown Lands; 
to abandon Medicine: and to set himself up as a grazier with 
a view to establishing his nephew, J. M. Ommaney, as his 
successor and heir. 
It is curious that at about this time the practice of homoeo-
pathy, the "heresy" which had been so material a factor in 
his decision to emigrate to Australia, was just becoming the 
rage in social Sydney. As Nehemiah Bartley wrote (op. cit.: 
p. 314): 
"Thomas Mort was an early convert to it and made all 
the proselytes he could; and Bell and Huntly were its 
chemists, and it grew to be the rage and fashion much to 
the benefit of the pale aristocratic children who rode in 
carriages and lived to the east of the Darlinghurst Road 
and who were thus emancipated from the horrors of jalap 
and antimony and relegated to the gentler offices and more 
tender mercies of Bryonia and Pulsatilla globules. . 
Homoeopathy is a science and I often wonder how many 
in the whole world there are, of really able exponents and 
competent high priests, of its wide ramifications and 
mysteries." 
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But Simpson was no longer interested. 
His friend, W. H. Wiseman, according to Bartley (op. cit-
p. 14) had just succeeded Christopher Rolleston (1854) as 
Commissioner for Crown Lands for the Darling Downs (he 
was ultimately to go to Rockhampton, where he reigned for 
years as Police Magistrate, died, and was buried). 
The Government Gazette of 1855 (Vol. 2, p. 2771) 
announces the appointment of Arthur Wilcox Manning to 
administer both Moreton and Darling Downs Districts "in 
the room of Stephen Simpson (retired)." He was also to be 
Police Magistrate for both areas. (Simpson's obituary notice 
—Brisbane Courier, 22 May 1869—says that after retiring, 
Simpson accepted appointment as Police Magistrate at 
Ipswich; he certainly seems to have been there in some official 
capacity in 1856, at any rate.) 
Meanwhile, however, he rapidly expanded his holdings by 
buying adjacent blocks in order to build up a substantial 
patrimony for his nephew. 
For instance, on 23 March 1855 he purchased Lots 1 
(241 acres) and 6 (182 acres); on 7 August he added Lot 5 
(138 acres); and on 16 August Lot 4 (110 acres), making, 
with his original Lot 7 (640 acres), a progressive total of 
1,311 acres of freehold land, irrespective of the 960 acres 
between his Lot 7 and the "Woogaroo Reserve" if this 
became his lease also or his freehold (v. supra). 
But Fate was not prepared to grant him this new lease of 
life by proxy! 
On 11 March 1856 his nephew, galloping his horse across 
the broad acres that he was to inherit, was thrown and, as 
Bartley puts it (op. cit. pp. 143/4) : 
". . . . poor young Ommaney, the midshipman nephew of 
Dr- Stephen Simpson of Woogaroo Creek" (no one had 
yet adopted the name Wolston Creek for the unnamed 
tributary where the house now stood) "was killed from a 
fall from his horse. The finest hill on the river bank is 
named after him." (Mount Ommaney) 
Simpson's spirit broke with his nephew's neck. 
He was glad to have the local excitement of an election 
that challenged the "Grazier Barons" in their stronghold— 
Ipswich. As the officer charged with the writ, etc., for the 
election in "Stanley Boroughs," he moved through it, I 
feel, Hke an automaton, but neither he, nor those who had 
entered upon this election lightheartedly, realised how much 
was to turn upon it. 
They had, almost as a joke, nominated Thomas Holt of 
Sydney—Bartley claims it was his doing. 
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THE SQUATTOCRACY CHALLENGED 
The arrogant aristocracy of Squatterdom had, for a decade 
or more, been a law to themselves and a tyranny to those out-
side their charmed circle of a dozen families. They regarded 
Brisbane with distaste, and even the best of the Brisbaneites 
with a faindy disdainful tolerance—which they, for their part, 
strongly resented but had no means of reciprocating! 
The election for the "Stanley Boroughs" (Brisbane and 
Ipswich) for the first Parliament of New South Wales under 
the new enlarged and responsible constitutional privileges, 
was now due, and the self-chosen elite had selected A. 
Macalister (a lawyer Simpson disliked for other reasons, in-
cluding the Baillie case) to stand (and of course to win) the 
seat without contest. 
Nehemiah Bartley was a mere "stock and station agent" 
and, noting that one Daniel Cooper had just defeated Thomas 
Holt in the election for the "Sydney Hamlets," on an impulse 
he wrote an invitation to Holt to contest the "Stanley 
Boroughs"; jollied six friends into adding their signatures to 
it—there was no time for more, the monthly mail boat was 
leaving—and, in due course, was somewhat stunned to receive 
an acceptance! The Brisbane group of six thereupon 
approached Macalister to "team" with Hok, but the squatters, 
infuriated at such "incredible insolence," flatly refused and 
F. A. Forbes was nominated instead. The Brisbaneites 
selected John Richardson as a running mate for Holt and the 
fight was on—and fight indeed it was, with influence and 
caste on one side, and organisation and a new determination, 
on the other. 
Holt came up from Sydney and spent one day in Ipswich 
(the "enemy" capital), enlivened by fist-fights, near-riots and 
speeches drowned out by hecklers. Next day all candidates 
(except Macalister), Dr. Simpson, Nehemiah Bartley, and 
some of the rival committeemen, returned to Brisbane by 
steamer, firing the ship's cannon at intervals all the way to 
signalise the occasion and their purpose. 
Polling day was four days later—7 April 1856—and when 
the scoreboard went up it showed: Holt, 320; Richardson, 
317; Macahster (the squatters' nominee), 190; and Forbes, 
170. But note the astonishing sequel—and I do not mean the 
high-spirited roping off of Queen Street that ensued, nor the 
two huge hogsheads of ale set up in the roadway, and the 
light suppUed by burning in effigy the squatters' nominee, to 
see to drink them dry! 
I mean the fact that that chance election made Brisbane 
the capital of what was to be the Colony of Queensland three 
years later. 
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BRISBANE'S TRIUMPH 
Thomas Holt became Colonial Treasurer in that first 
Cabinet of widened responsible Government of New South 
Wales and, grateful to his Brisbane guarantors and helpers, 
he approved in that capacity and provided for public build-
ings here, the relatively huge sum (for those days) of 
£30,000. The squatters commented sarcastically that it was 
for a gaol—so it was!—but that expenditure irrevocably 
established Brisbane—not Cleveland; not Ipswich; not Glad-
stone; or any other candidate—as the permanent site for 
Government-
By such unforeseen incidents are fateful decisions deter-
mined! 
On 10 December 1859 separation was an accomplished 
fact: the new self-governing Colony of Queensland was pro-
claimed from the balcony of the new and imposing house 
that Dr. Hobbs, Dr. Simpson's tenant, had built for himself. 
Very recently completed, it had been taken over in haste by 
the Government at a good rental and the first Governor of 
Queensland, Sir George Ferguson Bowen, entered into 
residence there. (It is now the Deanery of the Anglican 
Cathedral of St. John.) 
Self-government demands a Parliament and, on 22 May 
1860, Dr. Stephen Simpson was appointed a Life Member 
of the Legislative Council, the brand new "Upper House." 
The Government Gazette of Queensland (1860, p. 88) 
announced that day that: R. G. W. Herbert (Vice-President 
of the Executive Council); Stephen Simpson (Wolston); 
Henry Bates Fitz (Pilton); George Harris; and Daniel Foley 
Roberts, were called to the Legislative Council. Parliament 
met for the first time on the 29th of that month. 
But Simpson only wished to go back to England: he had 
no further purpose: he disposed of his land and assets: he 
was 68. 
He applied for two years' leave of absence from the Legis-
lative Council and left Brisbane for the last time on 15 
December 1860 for Sydney by the Yarra Yarra en route 
to England via Ceylon, the Red Sea, and the Mediterranean. 
Dr. J. D. Lang was a fellow passenger and, in his Queens-
land published in 1861, he mentions the fact that Simpson 
was on board and relates how they transferred for the 
passage of the Red Sea to the Nemesis (there was no Suez 
Canal as yet) and thence, overland across the isthmus, to be 
picked up, for the last stage across the Mediterranean, by the 
Ceylon. 
Did Simpson re-visit his home County, Warwickshire, and 
Wolston-on-the-Avon? It is Shakespeare's County, divided 
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in two by the River Avon, and the area around Lichfield and 
Wolston is notable for coal and lime- How often Redbank 
and Ipswich ("Limestone"), with their coal and lime, must 
have recalled Warwickshire to Simpson's mind in the twenty 
years he spent here. 
Four years later—his two years' leave long expired—his 
absence was queried and, on 3 February 1865, he wrote 
resigning his Life Membership of the Legislative Council of 
Queensland. 
His health was faihng and, as he passed through his 
seventies, he suffered from a common complaint of elderly 
males which was beyond treatment at that time—disease of 
the prostate. 
On 11 March 1869, the thirteenth anniversary of the tragic 
death of his nephew J. M. Ommaney, he died at 28 Bryanston 
Street, Marylebone, Portman Square, St. Mary's Parish, 
London, aged 77; the cause of death being certified as: 
"Urinary organs disease" by H. Chapman, "present at death." 
So faded from the scene Dr. Stephen Simpson, his passing 
marked only by an obituary in the Brisbane Courier of 22 
May 1869—by coincidence, a date of significance more than 
once in his history. 
The National Trust of Queensland aims to perpetuate the 
memory of this pioneer of the formative years of this State 
by rehabilitating Wolston House, the homestead he began 
with such high hopes 113 years ago. 
I had the honour to be a Foundation Sponsor of the Trust 
and to be elected one of its two Vice-Presidents; Commander 
N. S. Pixley represents this Society upon it as a Councillor; 
Mr. J. C. H. Gill is a Councillor representing Local Govern-
ment, and also a member of its Executive Committee; Mr. 
J. H. C. McClurg is a co-opted member of its Early Buildings 
Sub-Committee, and many of you are also members of the 
Trust- May I then conclude by inviting all members of the 
Royal Historical Society of Queensland, most earnesdy, to 
co-operate with the Trust to establish at Wolston a worthy 
tribute to this great Queenslander. 
